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Surface Water Complexities in Washington State
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Aquifers ñOf Concernò in Eastern Washington

Declining Water Levels
ÅOdessa
ÅWest Plains
ÅPalouse Basin
ÅWalla Walla

Declining Streamflows
ÅSpokane-Rathdrum
ÅLittle Spokane
ÅHangman
ÅColville
ÅWalla Walla
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Conjunctive Management 

of Groundwater and Surface Waters

ñWhen Ecology determines whether to issue a permit 

for appropriation of public groundwater, Ecology must 

consider the interrelationship of the groundwater with 

surface waters, and must determine whether surface 

water rights would be impaired or affected by 

groundwater withdrawals.ò

Washington Case Law

Postema v. Pollution Control Hearing Board, et al ï

Washington State Supreme Court, 2000:

Washington Water Code

Washingtonôs groundwater code (Chapter 90.44 RCW) is supplemental 

to the surface water code (Chapter 90.03 RCW) ï

Taken together, these two chapters require groundwater and surface 

water to be managed conjunctively.







RCW 90.46.130

Impairment of water rights downstream from freshwater discharge points.

ñ(1) é facilities that reclaim water under this chapter shall not impair any 

existing water right downstream from any freshwater discharge points of such 

facilities unless compensation or mitigation for such impairment is agreed to 

by the holder of the affected water right.ò

Reclaimed Water
(Chapter 90.46 RCW)







Aquifer Recharge & Storage



Watershed Plan Implementation Strategies



Water Management Programs In Eastern Washington

Groundwater Management Subareas
ÅOdessa Subarea (Chapter 173-130A WAC)

ÅQuincy Subarea (Chapter 173-134A WAC)

Å508-14 Area (Chapter 508-14 WAC)

Water Resource Programs
ÅColville River (Chapter 173-559 WAC)

ÅWalla Walla River (Chapter 173-532 WAC)

ÅLittle Spokane River (Chapter 173-555 WAC)

ÅMain Stem Columbia River (Chapter 173-563 WAC)

ÅMain Stem Snake River (Chapter 173-564 WAC)


