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for the Palouse Basin
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UI Waters of the West 

Thank you to our participants:
Ree Brannon, Rob Corcoran, Kevin Gardes, Guy Gregory, David Hall, Suzanne 

Hamada, Helen Harrington, Kent Keller, Paul Kimmell, Joe Kline, Mike McVay, Cheryl 
Morgan, Ken Neely, Steve Robischon, Tom Scallorn, Walter Steed, Julie Titone, and 

Mark Workman.
Thank you to our hydrologic advisors:

Jerry Fairley, Kent Keller, Jim Osiensky and Steve Robischon

UI Waters of the West
Allyson Beall, Fritz Fiedler, Jan Boll, and Barb Cosens





Project objectives

 explore the use of system dynamics 
for groundwater modeling

 develop an educational tool for water 
managers, policy makers and the 
public

 explore the use of collaborative 
modeling as a tool to aid discussion 
about water resources
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Grande Ronde 
simulated and historic



Ah ha moments

 Dual storativity makes sense



Project objectives

 explore the use of system dynamics 
for groundwater modeling

 develop an educational tool for water 
managers, policy makers and the 
public

 explore the use of collaborative 
modeling as a tool to aid discussion 
about water resources









Project objectives

 explore the use of system dynamics 
for groundwater modeling

 develop an educational tool for water 
managers, policy makers and the 
public

 explore the use of collaborative 
modeling as a tool to aid discussion 
about water resources



Perceptions, Opinions and 
the Road to Collaboration 





Grande Ronde Supply as described by  
long term well level



Demand on Grande Ronde
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The “G” word and perception

• “Growth is fecundity” Growing is 
what kids do!



The “G” word and perception

• “Growth is fecundity”
• “Growth is money”
• “Growth is concrete and 

big box stores”
• In the model growth is 

more people using water 
like we do
– Could be babies
– Could be students staying
– Could be my family moving 

here



2% increase in population (or demand)



2% increase in demand



The “C” word

 “Conservation means saving”
 “Conservation means loss of money”
 In the model conservation means you 

and me using less water
 Shorter showers
 Low flow toilets
 More efficient washers



If we were able to reduce indoor use 
25% and outdoor use 50%



Is this enough?



What if we conserved and had 2% 
growth





Perceptions, opinions, and 
collaboration
 A suggestion……



Keep talking
My world is a 
perfect world

My world is a 
perfect world

Innovation



We all want a future 
with plentiful and 

clean water



Thanks!

I like water!

Palouse Basin Aquifer 
Committee
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